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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1952  as  directed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  New  Form  Port  20.  During  the  year,  no  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  were  reported  in  the  district  covered  by  the  Authority.  Some  cases  of 
Smallpox  contacts  (Chiefly  Naval)  were  examined  and  kept  under^-observation  as 
requested  by  ether  Authorities.  There  were  no  cases  of  Injuries,  but  4 inoculation 
and  6 vaccination  cases  were  carried  out.  Only  one  V.D.  case  was  treated. 


SECTION  1 . STAFF. 
TABLE  A 


Clerk  to  the  Authority: 
Medical  Officer: 


Ernest  Roberts 

Dr.  G.  I dwal  Griffith,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
D.P.H.  1929. 


Chief  Port  Health  Inspector:  Rees  Griffiths,  M.R.San.I. ,M.S.I.A. . 1933* 

District  Inspector  Penmaenmawr  Area:  A.  Crowther,  San.  Inspector,  1952. 

District  Inspector  Bangor  Area:  G.W.  Outram,  C.R.San.I.M.S.I.A.  1944. 

District  Inspeotor  Menai  Bridge  Area:  R*T.  Pritchard, San.  Inspector.  1948. 
District  Inspector  Beaumaris  Area:  Orv/ig  Hughes,  San.  Inspector.  1948. 


SECTION  II. 
TABLE  B 


Section  II  Amount  of  Shippinp;  entering  the  district  during  the  Year,  Table  B. 


Number  Inspected. 

.Number  of  ships 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

By  Medical 
Officer 

By  Sanitary 
Inspector 

reported  as  having 
or  having  had 
during  the  voyage 
infectious  disease 
•n  board. 

Foreign  Ports 

1 

350 

One 

1 

Nil 

Coastwi se 

31 

6294 

31 

Nil 

Total 

32 

662+4 

One 

32 

Nil 

The  Danish  Ship  'Pax1  was  examined  by  me  on  the  14th  November  1952,  at 
Menai  Bridge  Wharf.  Motor  arwi  Sail  350  tonnage  oarrying  a oar  go  of  Timber  from 
Copenhagen, 


SECTION  III 
TABLE  C. 

Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during  the  year 


Passenger  Traffic 

Net. Torn,  Passen. 

T.S.  St.  Tudno  934  217,951  Bangor 

T.S.  St.Seiriol  61D  133,727  Corporation  14190 

M.V.  St.  Trillo  121  •*  68,308  Ferry  Boats  Passenger 

Cargo  Traffic 

t 

Principal  Imports  - Coal,  Timber 
Principal  Exports  - Slate,  Granite  and  Stone. 

Principal  Ports 
from  which  Ships 
Arrive, 

Liverpool,  Ireland  and  Scandinavia 

SECTION  IV 

Ireland  Barge  Traffic. 

NIL 
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' - SECTION  V 

WATER  SUPPLY 

SECTION  V. 

The  water  supply  available  for  shipping  is,  in  every  district  supplied  from 
town  mains,  via  standpipes  to  which  hoses  can  be  attached.  Stand  pipes  are  fixed 
on  jetties  and  piers  within  easy  distance  of  berthing  and -no.  .problems-  of  contamination 
of  supplies  need  arise, 

Conway  Quay  and.Deganwy  Jetty  & Dock.  Water  is  supplied  by  Cowlyd  Joint  Water  Board 
ex  Conway  Borough,  The  source  of  supplies  is  from  open  lakes  situated  high  up  in  the 
Vale  of  Conway, 

Penmaenmawr.  Source  of  supply.  Mountain  lake  - Craig  Llwyd  - situated  above  the 
town  and  a closed  reservoir  on  Penmaenmawr  Mountain, 

Bangor  Water  Supply.  On  quays  and  jetties  from  Bangor  City  Waterworks-  - source  of 
supply  is  from  open  lakes  in  the  Ogwen  Valley, 

, Menai  Bridge  and  Beaumaris.  Both  receive  supplies  of  water  from  the  new  Anglesey 
County  Council  waterworks  with  open  reservoir  at  Llangefni, 

All  supplies  are  routine  tested  by  the  Local  Authorities  concerned,  and  by  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  London. 

SECTION  .VI.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952. 


(1) 

LIST  OF  -INFECTED  AREA- 

, (Regulation  6),  - No  Change. 

(2) 

RADIO  MESSAGES. 

No  Change. 

•*  (3) 

NOTIFICATIONS  OTHERWISE  THAN  BY  RADIO  - Sen  aphore  \ Coast  Guards 

M 

MOORING  STATIONS  - 

No  Change 

C5) 

ARRANGEMENTS 

No  Change, 

SECTION  VTI 
SMALLPOX 

1,  Cases  can  be  sent  to  Gwersyllt  Infectious  dispensary  at  Caernarvon  by 

arrangement  with  County  M.O.H, 

2,  By  special  selected  Ambulance  attached  to  the  above  Hospital, 

3,  Dr.  Parry  Pritchard,  County  M.O.H,,  Caernarvon  who  can  further  opinion  of 

Dr.  E.R.  Pierce.  P.H.A. , Liverpool.  - Liverpool  Central  0831/2  - 0723. 

• .-  Garston  1 236. 

"4.  <■  Bangor,. C,.  & A.  Hospital  and  Liverpool  Corporation  Laboratories. 

- »■*•»*  . ,,  , 

• SECTION  VIII  ; ! , 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  ' ‘ 

Only  one  case  reported  for  Continuous  Treatment  there  was,  treated  at  my  surgery. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  providing  treatment  at  V.D,  Centre  at  C,  & A. 
Hospital  , The  facilities  are  made  known  at  each  Port. 


SECTION  IX.  Cases  of  Notifiable  and  Other  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships 

•'.“‘"V  ..  , TABLED.  . . 


Category 

Disease 

No.  of  cases  during  year 

No,  of  ships 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

Cage's ' landed  from  ships  from 
foreign  ports 

..Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  which  occurred  on  ships 
from  foreign  ports  but  havb' 
been  disposed  of  before  arrival 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

1 ■ ■■  ■ 

* Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

These  oases  are  reported  by  Foreign  Ships  to  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority 
whose  Medical  Officer  boards  the  vessel  and  takes  necessary  measures. 
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SECTION  X. 

Observations  on  the  occurence  of  Malaria  in  Ships 

Most  of  Toreign  Vessels  come  from  North  European  countries  therefore  Malarial 
cases  are  rare.  However,  arrangements  are  made  to  send  them  to  the  Tropical 
School  at  Liverpool, 

SECTION  XI 

Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  from  plague. 

No  change  in  method  adopted. 

Any  suspected  cases  are  examined,  and  blood  test  made.  Rodents  are  dealt  with  and 
examined  bacteriologically  at  C & A Laboratories. 

SECTION  XII 

Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 
h)  Local  District  Inspectors, 

(2)  Bacteriogical  and  Pathological  examinations  at  C & A Hospital  Laboratories. 

No  rodent  suspected, 

(3)  None, 

(4)  None,  ' 

TABLE  E. 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  Foreign  Ports 

NIL 

TABLE  F. 

No  deratting  exemption  certificates  issued  during  the  year  for 
ships  from  Foreign  Ports. 

NIL 

SECTION  XIII 

Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances 
Table  G, 


Nature  & No,  of  Inspections 

Notices  served 
Statutory  Others 

Result  of 
NotiBes 

Routine  32 

Nil  j Nil 

- 

SECTION  XIV 

Public  Health  (Shell-Fish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948 

Order  (Public  Health  Shell- fish)  regulation  made  to  operate  from  1st,  November  1948* 
applying  to  Mussels  and  Cockles, 

Prescribed  Area,  is  extensive.  It  covers  the  Menai  Straits  from  Menai  Bridge  to 
Gallows  Point  in  the  North  and  to  Aber  in  the  South,  The  pollution  is  heavy  and 
the  Order  is  still  in  force. 


SECTION  XV 

Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  (applicable  only  to  ports  approved 
for  the  landing  of  alien g ., 

!1 ) None 
2)  None 

3)  None  , 

4}  None 
5)  None 

SECTION  XVI 
Miscellaneous 

There  are  mortuaries  available  at  Conway  Borough,  Penmaenmawr,  Bangor 
and  on  the  Anglesey  side  for  Beaumaris  and  Menai  Bridge, 

Burial  facilities  are  available  in  every  district*  There  are  no 
cremation  facilities  available  in  any  of  these  districts. 


1 r * » 
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I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  staff  for  their  loyally  and  Amended  effort  in 
their  labours  throughout  the  year.  The  Chief  Inspector  has  been  a great  help  to 
solve  many  problems,  especially  with  the  local  fishermen  who  have  not  oo-operated 
and  are  continually  breaking  the  conditions  of  the  Mussel  Cleansing  Order.  . 
Complaints  of  polluted  mussels  were  received  from  Wolverhampton  complaining  that 
Conway  Mussels  as  not  up  to  standard, also  some  complaints  from  Gosspprt,  LaugharnB. 

We  operated  an  experimental  cleansing  station  at  Penmon,  Anglesey,  but  to  no 
avail,  as  the  fishermen  complained  that  they  lost  5Q&  of  their  mussels  by  the. 
washing, the  tides  carrying  them  to  sea.  I saw  Mr.  Sherwood  (Ministry  of  Agriculture 
arid 'fisheries)  Conway  and  discussed  the  problem  with  him.  It  seems  that  each 
Laboratory  has  a different  method  of  estimating  the  purity  of  Shell  Pish  and 
therefore,  the  standard  Bacteriological  is  not  the  same,  and  mussels  are  fit  for 
human  consumption  in  one  place  and  the  same  mussels  would  be  condemned  in  another, 

I suggested  that,  the  Ministry  of  Health  should  make  an  order  to  recommend  onp  method 
of  Testing,  and  log  down  a fix  standard  of  purification  for  the  whole  country. 

In  my  opinion,  unless  this  is  done,  we  shall  always  be  confronted  with  these 
probelms.  The  contamination  in  our  area'  is  faecalB.  Coli.  The  Purification 
centres  near  here  are  Conway,  Portmadoc  and  Iytham.  Polluted  mussels  are  now 
sent;  to  Gossport,,,  Laugharr^s,  where  they  are  cleansed  and  bottled  for  export. 

Foreign  Vessels  are  now  resuming  their  visits  here  and  bringing  timber 
to  Menai  Bridge,  We  have  a good  deal  of  traps  for  rats,  but  so  far,  we  have  been 
free  from  these  rodents. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  will  be  of  some  measure  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  mussel  situation. 


Inspector  Report'," 


Regarding  Mussel  Posheries  within  the  area  of  the  Authority,  I am  in 
constant  touch  •with-.  . tty?  'Ministry  of  Fisheries  through  Mr.-Blaney  at  Conway. 

It  appears 'thaV  the  Penman  relaying  scheme  has  been' abandoned  owing  to  lack 
of  support  from  local  fishermen.  The  success  of  this  scheme  depended  on  its 
financial  independence  and  apparently  this  has  never  been  attained.  All  suoh 
schemes  must  pay  for  themselves  from  the  revenue  raised  from  the  sale  of  the 
shellfish  passed  through  the  purification  plant. 

There  are  several  possible  reasons  for  the  failure.  Firstly  the  illicit 
sale  to  market  consumers  of  unpurified,  mussels.  This  probelm  has  given  us  some 
concern.  It  took  some  time.,  to  collect  the  faots,  and  to  obtain  a full  story  of 
what  was  going  on,  but  the  offenders  are  now  known  and  their  activities 
considerably  curtailed.  .1  It.  is.  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  for  dealers  to 
’place’  illicit  mussels  and  it  may  soon  become  impossible. 

Rees  Griffiths 

Chief  Port  Health  Inspector. 

_ v The  situation'  of  the  nuisance  at  Deganwy  Dock  has  improved,  but  the 
matter  is  still  under  consideration, 

....  Yours  faithfully, 

G.  IDWAL  GRIFFITHS 

M.R.C.S.,  L,R,C.P. , DP.H, 

• • 4 ' ”',v'  ' - Port  Medical  Officer,  . ... 
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